
 

 

  A  C O O R D I N A T E D  E F F O R T  T O  
P R O D U C E  N E W  F L O O D  M A P S  A S S E S S  A N D  P R O T E C T   

 
As Georgians have experienced, hurricanes and 
rainstorms can create serious runoff and flooding 
problems in Northern Georgia. Frequent and costly 
flooding occurs not only in high-risk areas but in 
moderate to low-risk areas as well. About 25 
percent of all flood insurance claims come from 
lower-risk areas outside of the designated Special 
Flood Hazard Area or flood zone. 

The new digital flood maps will show updated flood 
risk based on existing conditions. These new maps 
will be in an electronic, GIS format allowing easy 
comparison of the old and new data. As a result, 
citizens and community officials will be able to 
better assess current flood risk and take necessary 
action to reduce risk, loss of life and property 
damage. 

Questions about Georgia’s Flood Mapping 
Assessment & Planning Program or The Upper 
Chattahoochee River Basin Mapping Project? 

Visit www.GeorgiaDFIRM.com. 

Questions about flood insurance?  

Visit www.FloodSmart.gov or speak with your 

insurance agent. 

 

 

 

 

 

Flooding occurs in all 50 states and is the nation’s most 
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New flood maps are targeted to become effective in 

the fall of 2011. The development time-frame is 

ambitious and success depends on engaging 

participating agencies and stakeholders throughout 

the process. As newly acquired data (i.e., elevation 

data, high water marks) along with existing current 

information from communities are integrated into the 

latest modeling technology, regular meetings will keep 

community officials and the public informed on 

progress and obtain feedback. Once preliminary maps 

are delivered there will be a review and comment 

period to review and resolve concerns. At the end of 

the project the maps will be available online and the 

entire Upper Chattahoochee River Basin will have 

access to up-to-date and reliable flood hazard data. 
 

PROJECT MILESTONES* 

April 2010 — Project Kick-off Meeting; Scoping 
meetings held with each county 

May – July 2010 – Field Survey, Study, and Mapping  

September 2010 – Preliminary DFIRMs delivered to 
participating counties and communities 

Fall 2010 – Public Comment Period 

Winter 2010 - Appeals and protests are resolved; 
final maps are created 

Spring/Summer 2011 – Letter of Final 
Determination is issued; counties and communities 
have 6 months to formally adopt the new maps 

Fall/Winter 2011 – New flood maps take effect; new 
flood insurance requirements also take effect 

Visit www.GeorgiaDFIRM.com to learn more about 
the mapping process and where and when meetings 
may be held. 
* Dates are estimates and are subject to change  
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In cooperation with FEMA, this flood mapping 
project involves conducting a comprehensive 
restudy of the risk of flooding within the Upper 
Chattahoochee River Basin. The primary focus is 
on a 107-mile stretch of the Chattahoochee River 
itself from Buford Dam to Coweta County. The 
effort will also include various high-priority sub-
basins along the way. This project will affect the 
following counties (and incorporated communities 
within): 

 Cobb 
 Coweta 
 DeKalb 
 Douglas 
 Forsyth 
 Fulton 
 Gwinnett 

P R O J E C T  D E T A I L S  

Building Footprints within SFHA

T H E  U P P E R  C H A T T A H O O C H E E  
R I V E R  B A S I N  M A P P I N G  P R O J E C T  

In 2004, the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) launched a five year effort, the Map 
Modernization Program, to update the Nation’s 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs). The Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) under the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) accepted 
responsibility for this program for. As a part of this 
effort, the State of Georgia Map Modernization 
Program remapped 159 counties and 531 
communities. County--wide digital flood hazard maps 
were created to allow easier access to updated flood 
risk information.  

FEMA’s Map Modernization Program has evolved 
into Risk MAP (Mapping, Assessment and Planning), 
which builds on the strengths of the previous 
program.  Risk MAP will help in mapping watersheds, 
assessing more fully the risks associated with 
flooding, and effectively planning to avoid or reduce 
damage in the face of future disasters. The Risk 
MAP vision involves continuing to focus on 
improving and maintaining flood hazard data and 
maps but also focuses on reducing losses of life and 
property through improvement of mitigation plans, 
and increasing local mitigation action. As FEMA 
transitions into Risk MAP, the DNR is also 
transitioning into the Georgia Flood Mapping, 
Assessment, and Planning (MAP) Program. 

The Upper Chattahoochee River Basin Mapping 
Project is part of this important program.  It will 
produce a better assessment of the Basin’s current 
flood risk and a more comprehensive approach to 
mitigating the damage wrought by flooding. 

N O T  J U S T  R I S K  - -  R E A L I T Y  

Northern Georgia experienced historic flooding in 
September 2009. Seventeen counties were 
federally declared a disaster and over $500 million 
in damage occurred as up to 20 inches of rain fell. 
Many residents, business owners and community 
officials were unprepared and had to learn the hard 
way the reality of the flood risk in their 
neighborhood and community.  

Yet Georgia is no stranger to flooding events. Three 
federal disasters were declared within 18 months 
of that event. And five years earlier, to the month, 
in September 2004, Georgia experienced heavy 
flooding from Hurricane Ivan and Tropical Storm 
Frances. 

It is important to be better prepared for the next 
flood, whether it is localized or extends across the 
State. Knowledge and understanding of the current 
flood risk and taking action now will allow quicker 
recovery and reduced damage. 
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